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INTRODUCTION 




Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires that the governor of each participating 
state/jurisdiction designate a Lead Agency for the purpose of carrying out: general administration and 
supervision; identification and coordination of all available resources; assignment of financial responsibility to 
the appropriate agencies; development of procedures to ensure that services are provided in a timely manner 
pending resolution of any disputes; resolution of intra- and interagency disputes; and, development of formal 
interagency agreements. 

Lead Agencies have varied across the states and, in 23 
states/jurisdictions, have changed over time. Ten of the Lead 
Agency changes occurred early in the Part C (previously 
designated Part H) program during the time that states were 
initially developing their early intervention systems (1987-1993). 

After that early period no more than one state per year had a 
Lead Agency change. Recently, (2009-2010) there have been 
three state Lead Agency changes. Three states, Maine, Rhode 
Island and Texas, that initially designated interagency councils 
as Lead Agencies ultimately changed to single agency leads. 

Two of the most recent Lead Agency changes, South Carolina 
and Washington, appear to be attempts to consolidate numerous 
early childhood education and school readiness programs into a 
single agency. 

A variety of sources were consulted to compile the list of Part C 
Lead Agencies over time. The level of detail, i.e., department to 
division to bureau, varied across the sources. We have noted 
only actual lead agency changes. Instances in which agency 
names changed or agency reorganization occurred that did not 
affect the agency designated as “lead” are not noted. We directly 
contacted several states and were fortunate to find state staff 
“who were there when” to confirm our information. NECTAC 
appreciates hearing from Part C Coordinators when agency 
changes occur. 
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NETWORK 



State/Jurisdiction 


Lead Agency as of August 2010 


Former Lead Agency, if any 


Alabama 


Rehabilitation Services 




Alaska 


Health and Social Services 




American Samoa 


Health 




Arizona 


Economic Security 




Arkansas 


Health and Human 
Services/Developmental Disabilities 




Bureau of Indian 
Education / Affairs 




(BIA/Indian Education Programs 1987-1989 ! ) 


California 


Developmental Services 




Colorado 


Human Services/Developmental 
Disabilities 


(Education 1987-2005) 


Connecticut 


Developmental Services 


(Education 1987-1995) 


Delaware 


Health and Social Services 


(Public Instruction 1987-1991) 


District of Columbia 


Education 


(Human Services 1987-2007) 


Florida 


Health 


(Education 1987-1992) 


Georgia 


Maternal and Child Health/ 
Public Health 




Guam 


Education 




Hawaii 


Health 




Idaho 


Health and Welfare 




Illinois 


Human Services 


(Education 1987-1997) 


Indiana 


Family and Social Services 




Iowa 


Education 




Kansas 


Health and Environment 




Kentucky 


Health and Family Services/Public 
Health 


(Human Resources 1987-1999) 


Louisiana 


Health and Hospitals/Developmental 
Disabilities 


(Education 1987-2002) 


Maine 


Education 


Interdepartmental Coordinating Committee for 
Preschool Handicapped Children (1987-1994) 


Maryland 


Education 


(Education 1987-1996) 


Massachusetts 


Public Health 




Michigan 


Education 




Minnesota 


Education 




Mississippi 


Health 




Missouri 


Education 




Montana 


Public Health and Human Services 




Nebraska 


Education and Health and Human 
Services (Co-Lead) 


(Education 1987-1991) 


Nevada 


Health and Human Services 




New Hampshire 


Health and Human Services 


(Education 1987-1991) 


New Jersey 


Health and Senior Services 


(Education 1987-1992) 


New Mexico 


Health 




New York 


Health 




North Carolina 


Health and Human Services 
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